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John 15:7 If ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto you!! Math 7:7-8 
Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you; For everyone that asketh 
recieveth; and he that seekest findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened!! 

August 23, 2012 

TRIALS  TESTS AND PROMOTION 

A trial in the Christian context can be defined as a test , a painful experience or an instance of trouble or 

hardship, especially one that tests somebody’s ability to endure. We ask ourselves often, why does God 

allow us go through trials when He is God and able to give us everything at all times and save us from 

every situation. The fact is that everything God requires of us or allows us to go through is for our own 

good, as hard as that might be to believe for a lot of us. We often wonder why the Children of Israel 

wondered in the wilderness for forty years to enter Canaan when Canaan was only an eleven day journey 

from Egypt. The answer is to be found in Deut 8:2-6   And you shall remember that the LORD your God 

led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in 

your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to 

hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make 

you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of the LORD. Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. You 

should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD your God chastens you. 

"Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear 

Him”.  God does not allow you to go through a trial to punish you or make you suffer, that is not His 

objective. As you have read, even though the Israelites wondered for forty years, their garments did not 

wear out neither did their feet swell. Your response in any test is very important, it determines if you pass 

and if you will be promoted or have access to the opportunity attached to the test. Many of us are 

undergoing tests right now because of the things we have asked the Lord. He needs you to know what is in 

your heart, to see if you can handle what you have asked for. Our God is a God of hearts, He is interested 

in what is in your heart (spirit), so He tests it. Proverbs 17:3 says ‘The refining pot is for silver and the 

furnace for gold, But the LORD tests the hearts’.  If you have asked the Lord for great wealth, He could 

allow your cash flow to dry up and bind your helpers to see if you will have peace without money and still 

give Him praise and not complain, He wants to know if you depend on your money for your peace or on 

Him. You know some amount of money in your possession can give you some degree of peace. If you pass 

the test, He will allow you to live in the wealth you asked for. If you have asked to be a great leader you 

may find yourself, persecuted and vilified unfairly, how do you pass this test, He wants to know if you will 

continue to walk in love and forgive because you will need those attributes to be a great leader. God puts 

us through trials to expose to us what is in our hearts so we can do something about it, He already knew 

what is in our heart.  Abraham was tested and he passed. Hebrew 11:17  says ‘By faith Abraham, when 

he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son’. 

Trials and tests are good because they come before promotion, that is why James says ‘My brethren, 

count it all joy when you fall into various trials.’ Joseph had his trials and test, first in the pit and then 

with Potipher’s wife, then his reward came and He became a ruler in Egypt. What trials are you going 

through right now?  Are you crumbling and grumbling, asking God why and living in self pity ? Or are 

you putting on a good attitude, walking in love, obedient to God’s Word , working hard to pass the test, 

knowing that beyond the test promotion is coming? We always have a choice, please choose to pass the 

test and obtain your promotion. May our good God give us grace and strength for the Journey in Jesus 

Name. AMEN                    

Read: Deuteronomy 8:2-6 
Question: (a) From the passages you read, why does God test us through trials? (b) How are we to 
respond during the trial.  
Discuss the trials we gone through and the promotions we have experienced. 
DECLARATION: (read three times aloud) derived from 2nd Chron 13:18 ‘I shall prevail because I rely on 
My Lord God Almighty Jehovah’                                   By Tunde Dada 


